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Review
“[An] excellent new tranglation.” —The Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Hermann Hesse (1877—-1962) won the Nobel Prizein Literature in 1946. His many books include Siddhartha,
Steppenwolf, and Narcissus and Goldmund.

Damion Searls has translated many classic twentieth-century authors, including Proust, Rilke, and Thomas
Bernhard. His trandation of Hans Keilson's Comedy in a Minor Key was a New Y ork Times Notable Book
and aNational Book Ciritics Circle Award finalist. Searls livesin Brooklyn.

Ralph Freedman is a professor emeritus of comparative literature at Princeton University and the author of
an acclaimed biography of Hermann Hesse. He livesin Decatur, Georgia.

James Franco is an Oscar-nominated actor and director. His writing has appeared in Esquire, the Wall Street
Journal, and McSweeney’s. Franco livesin New Y ork.
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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.

Introspective classic

By Melinda

Herman Hesse is like coming home. | was fascinated to learn this predates Siddhartha and that it is not better
known as it seems to surpass even the subtle introspective epiphaniesin that novel.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.

Gresat Read

By Amazon Customer

Very well written and enjoyable book. It is not for small children despite the short length as it is rather



complex and has varying levels of meaning.
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Along with Siddhartha, Demian is another Hesse classic

By Joe Dinius

Great story of coming of age and feeling a sense of oneness to the connected natural and spiritual world.
There were many great characters and interesting philosophical observations along the way. The introduction
by James Franco seemed a bit disconnected to the book itself and self-serving, but the other introduction (by
which scholar | have forgotten) was wonderfully researched and well written.
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