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Gregory Bateson was a philosopher, anthropologist, photographer, naturalist, and poet, as well as the
husband and collaborator of Margaret Mead. With anew foreword by his daughter Mary Katherine Bateson,
this classic anthology of his major work will continue to delight and inform generations of readers.

"This collection amounts to a retrospective exhibition of a working life. . . . Bateson has come to this
position during a career that carried him not only into anthropology, for which he was first trained, but into
psychiatry, genetics, and communication theory. . . . He. . . examines the nature of the mind, seeing it not as
a nebul ous something, somehow |odged somewhere in the body of each man, but as a network of interactions
relating the individual with his society and his species and with the universe at large."—D. W. Harding, New
Y ork Review of Books

"[Bateson's] view of the world, of science, of culture, and of man is vast and challenging. His efforts at
synthesis are tantalizingly and cryptically suggestive. . . .This is a book we should all read and
ponder."—Roger Keesing, American Anthropologist
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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful.

tough intellectual love for those of us who least want it

By Walter J. Smith

This collection of essays maps the intellectual biography of one of Anglo-America’s brighter stars of the
second half of the 20th century. An anthropologist, psychiatrist, cyberneticist, and epistemologist, (to name
only the primary traditional disciplines informing Bateson's mind), the thinking is crisp, direct, demanding,
and about as good an introduction to the later works as we might expect. The Theory of the Double Bind in



invaluable, and its history began with Bateson and his research colleagues. This book is a must for one who
wishes to grasp the early convergences of the social sciences, the natural sciences, cybernetics, and analytical
philosophy into what has become, arguably, the most forceful and relentless body of thought guiding the
more promising of late modern social theory's innovations as well as climatology and ecological sciences.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.

One of the great Thinkers of the 20th century

By P. Nicholson

One of the great Thinkers of the 20th century. A must read for anyone who seeks to understand the nature of
the universe as perceived by the senses and interpret by the mind.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.

Five Stars

By Ernest Williams

Superb--quality ideas that need to be reinvestigated. A seminal text that has never been equaled.

See all 27 customer reviews...
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