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Well, publication The Forgotten Army: India's Armed Struggle For Independence, 1942-1945 By Peter Ward
Fay will make you closer to what you want. This The Forgotten Army: India's Armed Struggle For
Independence, 1942-1945 By Peter Ward Fay will be always good close friend at any time. You could not
forcedly to consistently complete over reviewing a publication in other words time. It will certainly be only
when you have downtime and investing few time to make you really feel pleasure with what you review. So,
you can get the meaning of the message from each sentence in the book.

From Publishers Weekly
Drawing on the memories and records of members of the Indian National Army, Fay ( The Opium War,
1840-42 ) offers a revealing depiction of the little-understood army that Subhas Chandra Bose formed with
Japanese backing. The INA was rooted in the growing nationalism of Indian soldiers and of the Indian
community of Malaya. Both groups saw themselves as Indians, apart from distinctions of caste and religion,
and were united by anti-British sentiment. The INA became both a symbol of direct action for the
independence movement and a challenge to the gradualism of Jawaharlal Nehru and Mohandas K. Gandhi.
Though never a particularly effective fighting force, the British saw it as a portent: quit India or face the risk
of widespread disaffection in an army crucial to a stable subcontinent. Fay sheds light on what has tended to
be a footnote to the history of WW II and the struggle for Indian independence. Photos not seen by PW .
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Although Fay got his title wrong--this army was hardly forgotten--his narrative of the famous--or infamous--
Indian National Army (INA) and its leader, Subhas Chandra Bose, offers an important contribution to the
history of the Indian Independence Movement. Fay ( The Opium War 1840-1842 , LJ 8/75) contends that the
turncoat INA fought a war of revolution in Burma against the British that must be viewed within the context
of Indian independence. In support of this view, he digs into the history of the British and Indian
relationship. Further, he justifies the position that the INA, or the "Jiffs," as they were called, did not support
the Japanese but existed as a quasi-independent military body fighting against the British for their own
independence. That a segment of the British-led Indian Army turned traitor has always been viewed with
great hostility by many British historians. Fay's work, however, convincingly explores new interpretations
and deserves a fair hearing. For informed lay readers and scholars.
- John F. Riddick, Central Michigan Univ. Lib., Mt. Pleasant
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
The last days of the Raj bring to mind Gandhi's nonviolence and Nehru's diplomacy. These associations
obscure another reality: that an army of Indian men and women tried to throw the British off the
subcontinent. Now The Forgotten Army brings to life for the first time the story of how Subhas Chandra
Bose, a charismatic Bengali, attempted to liberate India with an army of former British Indian soldiers - the



Indian National Army (INA). The story begins with the British Indian Army fighting a heroic rearguard
action against the invading Japanese down the Malaysian peninsula, loyally holding out until the fall of
Singapore, and ends with many of these same soldiers defeated in their effort to invade India as allies of
Japan. Peter Ward Fay intertwines powerful descriptions of military action with a unique knowledge of how
the INA was formed and its role in the broader struggle for Indian independence. The author incorporates the
personal reminiscences of Prem Sahgal, a senior officer in the INA, and Lakshmi Swaminadhan Sahgal,
leader of its women's sections, to help the reader understand the motivations of those who took part. Their
experiences offer an engagingly personal element to the political and military history. Subhas Chandra Bose
created the INA from the imprisoned Indian soldiers in Singapore and set up a provisional government in
exile, with himself at the head, and gained the support of Imperial Japan. His plan was to invade India from
Burma and spark a full-scale rebellion. He failed. The INA was defeated at Imphal by Field Marshall Slim,
swept back through Burma, and rounded up into British POW camps. In 1945 the British put selected INA
members on trial at the Red Fort inDelhi. Until then, wartime censorship had concealed the very existence of
the INA. The discovery created an uproar throughout India, which coincided with the revival at the end of
the war of the drive for independence. The British confidence in their Indian Army was profoundly shaken.
If Bose could persuade so many to change sides in the pursuit of independence, how many more might desert
now that major demonstrations were taking place in their homeland? Without the Indian Army's loyalty the
Raj was at an end.
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The last days of the Raj bring to mind Gandhi's nonviolence and Nehru's diplomacy. These associations
obscure another reality: that an army of Indian men and women who tried to throw the British off the
subcontinent. The Forgotten Army brings to life for the first time the story of how Subhas Chandra Bose, a
charismatic Bengali, attempted to liberate India with an army of former British Indian soldiers--the Indian
National Army (INA).
The story begins with the British Indian Army fighting a heroic rearguard action against the invading
Japanese down the Malaysian peninsula and ends with many of these same soldiers defeated in their effort to
invade India as allies of Japan. Peter Ward Fay intertwines powerful descriptions of military action with a
unique knowledge of how the INA was formed and its role in the broader struggle for Indian independence.
Fay incorporates the personal reminiscences of Prem Saghal, a senior officer in the INA, and Lakshmi
Swaminadhan, leader of its women's sections, to help the reader understand the motivations of those who
took part. Their experiences offer an engagingly personal counterpoint to the political and military history.
". . . a well-crafted and thought-provoking mixture of oral history and original research, providing the most
comprehensive account yet published of the events leading to the formation of the INA." --Guardian
"Fay has made a magnificent attempt to analyse all the credible information on the history of [Subhas
Chandra] Bose's legendary Indian National Army (INA)." --Times Higher Education Supplement
"This fine study of the Indian National Army (INA) seeks to demonstrate this army's significance in the
attainment of Indian independence and the termination of the British Empire. . . . Throughout, Fay seeks to
explain why 'constant and true' Indians like Sahgal and Swaminadhan chose to fight alongside the Japanese
and against the British . . . ." -- Pacific Affairs
Peter Ward Fay is Professor of History, California Institute of Technology.
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From Publishers Weekly
Drawing on the memories and records of members of the Indian National Army, Fay ( The Opium War,
1840-42 ) offers a revealing depiction of the little-understood army that Subhas Chandra Bose formed with
Japanese backing. The INA was rooted in the growing nationalism of Indian soldiers and of the Indian
community of Malaya. Both groups saw themselves as Indians, apart from distinctions of caste and religion,
and were united by anti-British sentiment. The INA became both a symbol of direct action for the
independence movement and a challenge to the gradualism of Jawaharlal Nehru and Mohandas K. Gandhi.
Though never a particularly effective fighting force, the British saw it as a portent: quit India or face the risk
of widespread disaffection in an army crucial to a stable subcontinent. Fay sheds light on what has tended to
be a footnote to the history of WW II and the struggle for Indian independence. Photos not seen by PW .



Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Although Fay got his title wrong--this army was hardly forgotten--his narrative of the famous--or infamous--
Indian National Army (INA) and its leader, Subhas Chandra Bose, offers an important contribution to the
history of the Indian Independence Movement. Fay ( The Opium War 1840-1842 , LJ 8/75) contends that the
turncoat INA fought a war of revolution in Burma against the British that must be viewed within the context
of Indian independence. In support of this view, he digs into the history of the British and Indian
relationship. Further, he justifies the position that the INA, or the "Jiffs," as they were called, did not support
the Japanese but existed as a quasi-independent military body fighting against the British for their own
independence. That a segment of the British-led Indian Army turned traitor has always been viewed with
great hostility by many British historians. Fay's work, however, convincingly explores new interpretations
and deserves a fair hearing. For informed lay readers and scholars.
- John F. Riddick, Central Michigan Univ. Lib., Mt. Pleasant
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
The last days of the Raj bring to mind Gandhi's nonviolence and Nehru's diplomacy. These associations
obscure another reality: that an army of Indian men and women tried to throw the British off the
subcontinent. Now The Forgotten Army brings to life for the first time the story of how Subhas Chandra
Bose, a charismatic Bengali, attempted to liberate India with an army of former British Indian soldiers - the
Indian National Army (INA). The story begins with the British Indian Army fighting a heroic rearguard
action against the invading Japanese down the Malaysian peninsula, loyally holding out until the fall of
Singapore, and ends with many of these same soldiers defeated in their effort to invade India as allies of
Japan. Peter Ward Fay intertwines powerful descriptions of military action with a unique knowledge of how
the INA was formed and its role in the broader struggle for Indian independence. The author incorporates the
personal reminiscences of Prem Sahgal, a senior officer in the INA, and Lakshmi Swaminadhan Sahgal,
leader of its women's sections, to help the reader understand the motivations of those who took part. Their
experiences offer an engagingly personal element to the political and military history. Subhas Chandra Bose
created the INA from the imprisoned Indian soldiers in Singapore and set up a provisional government in
exile, with himself at the head, and gained the support of Imperial Japan. His plan was to invade India from
Burma and spark a full-scale rebellion. He failed. The INA was defeated at Imphal by Field Marshall Slim,
swept back through Burma, and rounded up into British POW camps. In 1945 the British put selected INA
members on trial at the Red Fort inDelhi. Until then, wartime censorship had concealed the very existence of
the INA. The discovery created an uproar throughout India, which coincided with the revival at the end of
the war of the drive for independence. The British confidence in their Indian Army was profoundly shaken.
If Bose could persuade so many to change sides in the pursuit of independence, how many more might desert
now that major demonstrations were taking place in their homeland? Without the Indian Army's loyalty the
Raj was at an end.

Most helpful customer reviews

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Understanding the Present, by Understanding the Past: India's Armed Struggle for Independence
By John Church
Written by an American author about the Indian National Army which fought for independence from British
colonial rule, The Forgotten Army is jam-packed with details that make clear a very complicated political
situation as India's National Congress sought independence while the British Prime Minister focused on
national survival at home and the Viceroy in New Delhi struggled to maintain control within India and also
support the Allied war effort in East Asia. I previously knew the basic outline of Indian nationalist Bose



aligning with the Imperial Japanese Army, but not of the struggle to organize and put an army in the field,
nor of the emotional turmoil to INA officers who decided to stand for their country vs their regiment. The
Note on Sources is akin to an annotated bibliography and well worth a close read to understand that sources
were few and (geographically) far between, because most relevant documents were destroyed in 1945, save a
few used during the Court Martial at the Red Fort, Delhi. Highly recommended to understand the rise of
nationalism in the world's largest democracy and the impact on nearby Burma.

I read this while traveling in Myanmar and left my copy with my guide in Yangon.

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful.
"JIFs" or Freedom Fighters?
By Amazon Customer
The Indian National Army, and its operations with the Japanese in the Burma theatre of operations during
World War II, was long a controversial subject between Indians and British, and generally regarded with
curmudgeonly disapproval by the British. The fact is that the issue of collaboration was probably more
complicated in the Asia-Pacific theatre than it was in the European theatre. Experiencing the colonial rule of
the British, French, and Dutch, many Burmese, Malays, Vietnamese, Sumatrans and Javanese saw the
Japanese as colonial liberators. Even in the Philippines, under an allegedly benign American rule, much of
the legislature stayed on to work under the Japanese. The Germans, of course, used peoples like the
Lithuanians and Ukrainians in order to carry out the "Final Solution", but the situation was somewhat
different. Asian nationalists struggling for independence, largely along lines laid for them by Western
educations, found themselves betrayed by Western colonial empires who were committed to holding on at all
cost (or so they thought until 1942). Fay's book provides a case study of one of the most famous (or
notorious) instances of collaboration in the Asia-Pacific theatre. He examines the history of the Indian
National Army (derogatorily referred to by the British as "JIFs"--Japanese Indian Forces) through an INA
perspective, specifically in interviews with Prem and Lakshmi Sahgal, a husband and wife who found
themselves in Singapore in 1942 when the British surrendered to the Japanese--Prem as a captured officer,
and Lakshmi as a doctor. Both, disillusioned and fed up with years of British promises of independence that
grew consciously or unconsciously caught up in red tape and official footdragging, decided to join the
Japanese-affiliated force of Indian soldiers that would reclaim India for the Indians. The rest of the story
should be read through their words, providing a much needed other side to the story of the Indian struggle for
independence.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
A study in loyalty
By James D. Crabtree
I read this book when it first came out and then went over it again recently. This is excellent history as well
as an examination and discussion as to what constitutes treason and what constitutes loyalty.

When WWII broke out India was still a British possession, and just as in WWI India contributed troops to
the British Empire's war effort. In the European/African theater Indian divisions served in Egypt, Cyranica,
Tripoli, France and in Great Britain itself. In Asia Indians were sent to help defend Malaysia, Burma and
Singapore. And it was Singapore, which saw the surrender of over 50,000 Indian soldiers following the
lightning-fast Japanese campaign which saw the stunning defeat of the British.

And this is where the Indian National Army comes in. The INA came about because of the efforts of Subhas
Chandra Bose (also known as Netaji) and the Free India Association. The Free India Association, made up of
overseas Indians not enamored by British rule of their homeland, assumed the role of a government-in exile
and the INA its army working alongside the Japanese to liberate India via Burma. Netaji was the supreme
leader for both. He had experience being "supreme leader" having spent the first years of the war in Nazi



Germany chumming himself up to Hitler and Mussolini and helping to raise an "Indian Legion" for duty in
the Wehrmacht. He appeared in Singapore following a trip from Europe in a U-boat, a transfer to an Imperial
Japanese Navy I-boat in the Indian Ocean.

So were the INA members, mostly recruited from the POWs captured at Singapore, traitors to the Crown?
They were, after all, members of the Indian Army. Or were they patriots? The British officers of the IA
regiments seemed to be in an awful hurry to relinquish their responsibilities to their soldiers.

This is a fascinating work and obviously a lot of work went into this book. I found it a very good read and
would recommend it for anyone interested in India and WWII.

See all 5 customer reviews...
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Drawing on the memories and records of members of the Indian National Army, Fay ( The Opium War,
1840-42 ) offers a revealing depiction of the little-understood army that Subhas Chandra Bose formed with
Japanese backing. The INA was rooted in the growing nationalism of Indian soldiers and of the Indian
community of Malaya. Both groups saw themselves as Indians, apart from distinctions of caste and religion,
and were united by anti-British sentiment. The INA became both a symbol of direct action for the
independence movement and a challenge to the gradualism of Jawaharlal Nehru and Mohandas K. Gandhi.
Though never a particularly effective fighting force, the British saw it as a portent: quit India or face the risk
of widespread disaffection in an army crucial to a stable subcontinent. Fay sheds light on what has tended to
be a footnote to the history of WW II and the struggle for Indian independence. Photos not seen by PW .
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Although Fay got his title wrong--this army was hardly forgotten--his narrative of the famous--or infamous--
Indian National Army (INA) and its leader, Subhas Chandra Bose, offers an important contribution to the
history of the Indian Independence Movement. Fay ( The Opium War 1840-1842 , LJ 8/75) contends that the
turncoat INA fought a war of revolution in Burma against the British that must be viewed within the context
of Indian independence. In support of this view, he digs into the history of the British and Indian
relationship. Further, he justifies the position that the INA, or the "Jiffs," as they were called, did not support
the Japanese but existed as a quasi-independent military body fighting against the British for their own
independence. That a segment of the British-led Indian Army turned traitor has always been viewed with
great hostility by many British historians. Fay's work, however, convincingly explores new interpretations
and deserves a fair hearing. For informed lay readers and scholars.
- John F. Riddick, Central Michigan Univ. Lib., Mt. Pleasant
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Back Cover
The last days of the Raj bring to mind Gandhi's nonviolence and Nehru's diplomacy. These associations
obscure another reality: that an army of Indian men and women tried to throw the British off the
subcontinent. Now The Forgotten Army brings to life for the first time the story of how Subhas Chandra
Bose, a charismatic Bengali, attempted to liberate India with an army of former British Indian soldiers - the
Indian National Army (INA). The story begins with the British Indian Army fighting a heroic rearguard
action against the invading Japanese down the Malaysian peninsula, loyally holding out until the fall of



Singapore, and ends with many of these same soldiers defeated in their effort to invade India as allies of
Japan. Peter Ward Fay intertwines powerful descriptions of military action with a unique knowledge of how
the INA was formed and its role in the broader struggle for Indian independence. The author incorporates the
personal reminiscences of Prem Sahgal, a senior officer in the INA, and Lakshmi Swaminadhan Sahgal,
leader of its women's sections, to help the reader understand the motivations of those who took part. Their
experiences offer an engagingly personal element to the political and military history. Subhas Chandra Bose
created the INA from the imprisoned Indian soldiers in Singapore and set up a provisional government in
exile, with himself at the head, and gained the support of Imperial Japan. His plan was to invade India from
Burma and spark a full-scale rebellion. He failed. The INA was defeated at Imphal by Field Marshall Slim,
swept back through Burma, and rounded up into British POW camps. In 1945 the British put selected INA
members on trial at the Red Fort inDelhi. Until then, wartime censorship had concealed the very existence of
the INA. The discovery created an uproar throughout India, which coincided with the revival at the end of
the war of the drive for independence. The British confidence in their Indian Army was profoundly shaken.
If Bose could persuade so many to change sides in the pursuit of independence, how many more might desert
now that major demonstrations were taking place in their homeland? Without the Indian Army's loyalty the
Raj was at an end.
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